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Week 1

From Plato to Hellenistic Judaism



The Jewish Tradition
2nd Temple Period: Persian Rule

The 5 books

of Moses

Books of Prophets 



A Jew (?)  

in the Syrian 

delegation





The Jewish Tradition
2nd Temple Period: Hellenistic

The 5 books

of Moses

Books of Prophets Greek wisdom writings

Torah in Greek

Essenes, Sadducees, Pharisees…Zealots

proto-



The Jewish Tradition
2nd Temple Period: Roman Rule

The 5 books

of Moses

Books of Prophets 

Greek wisdom writingsTorah in Greek

Essenes, Sadducees, Pharisees, Zealots

Apocalypses
Talmud

Maccabee revolt

Daniel



Greek Tradition
Emergence of Philosophy

Philosophy/Science

Heraclitus

Parmenides

Socrates

Pythagoreans Aristotle

Orphic

Eleusinian

Cynics

Stoics

Epicureans

Sceptics 

Aristotelians

Academic Platonism
‘Neo’ 

Platonism

Christian Platonism

Egyptian & 

Babylonian 

science

Middle Platonism



Christian Tradition

Egyptian & 

Babylonian 

science

Books ‘On Nature’ 

(lost)

Dialogues

Old Academy Teachings

(esoteric)

Aristotle

Heraclitus

Parmenides

Pythagoreans

Orphic

Eleusinian

Cynics

Stoics

Epicureans

‘Middle’ Platonism

Aristotelians 

‘Neo’ Platonism

Christian Platonism

pursuit of wisdom

John’s Logos

Paul to Gentiles Soul’s afterlife

J E W I S H

G R E E K

C H R I S T I A Nmonotheism

proto-



Sources of the Christian Tradition

Paul

evangelising

to gentiles

John’s

Gospel
Justin Martyr

Alexandrian Fathers

(Clement & Origen)

Philo the Jew

of Alexandria 

Cappadocian Fathers

(Basil, Gregory of Nyssa,

Gregory of Nazianzus)

St Augustine

proto-
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