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world centre for:

1. Philosophy/
science

2. Hellenistic
Judaism

3. Platonic
Christianity

From ~320 BC
To 6™ Century AD
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The Jewish Tradition
2"d Temple Period: Hellenistic
Cyrus the Great Alexander the Great Destruction of the 2nd Temple

-515 2nd Temple constuction -330 -63 +70

Persian Rule Hellenistic

Torah in Greek
Essenes, Sadducees, Pharisees...Zealots

Books of Prophets Greek wisdom writings
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2"d Temple Period: Roman Rule
Cyrus the Great Alexander the Great Maccabee revolt Destruction of the 2nd Temple
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Emergence of Philosophy

Early Philosophy Hellenistic Schools Contmuing Hellenistic Pliiosophy

Mystery Cults
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From Hellenistic to Christian

-63 +70 Destruction of the 2nd Temple

Jesus

- Apostolic - Gospels => CHRISTIANITY

.
Early Church Fathers ° l " Church of Empire

—— o : 325 Council of Nicae
Continuing Hellenistic Philosophy e

- Alexandrian Fathers St Augustine
Evangelising .
to Gentiles (Clement & Origen)
. Cappadocian Fathers
Philo the JQW John’s Justin (Basil, Gregory of Nyssa,
of Alexandria Gospel Martyr Gregory of Nazianzus)
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Matthew Luke GOSPELS
LITERATURE TYPE MATTHEW LUKE (+ ACTS)

Summary Written late 274 written 3 in finest style 4% Written
but in the old rough style No pretence to (~70AD) Jesus Christ
“sayings” style eyewitness Tragedy Son of God is the
35% Q (compilation) Divine Logos
Yes Lots Lots
Many (13+) Many Many (= Matt)
Miracles (+ exorcisms) Banas Lots Lots Lots Less
(+ no exorcisms)
Passion story +++ Full Full Brief Yes
(arrest, trial, crucifixion) (many differences)
Infant story +++ Yes Yes +H+ ++
Post-Resurrection +++ Full Full +++ Yes
(many differences)
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Introspective Christianity

When Jesus Is asked about the coming of the Kingdom of God, he replied:

The kingdom of God does not come in such a way as to be seen. _
No one will say, Look, here it is! or There it is! because the Kingdom of God is within you.

Luke 17: 20-21

Jesus said,
If your leaders say to you, ‘Look, the kingdom is in heaven,’then the birds of heaven will precede you.

If they say to you, ‘It is in the sea, then the fish will precede you.
Rather, the kingdom is inside you and it is outside you.
Thomas Saying 3

See also: Romans 8:9,11, and the Logos within of 1 John 2:14.
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Old Judaism vs. Early Christianity

God is anthropomorphic, angry, jealous

Humans are mere mortals that should
remain ignorant and submissive

Individuals are controlled externally by
fear and written law




Esoteric Judaism (Kabbalah)
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Augustinian (Platonic) Science iy
& m =) /%ﬁ Who would not wish to be so inspired ~ Then ye who now on heavenly nectar fare,
SN\ oyihlen by those Socratic frenzies which Come celebrate with me in song the name
DY A=\ G Plato sings in the Phaedrus that, Of Newton, to the Muses dear; for he
’\’3\4 R s Y A swiftly fleeing this place, that is, this Unlocked the hidden treasuries of Truth:
o Nt A S a2 e LA C Ul R R R So richly through his mind had Phoebus cast
j(? ’ £erpeef ::, say, both of feet and wings, he might The radiance of his own divinity.
e Ay ™ GV = (gl reach the heavenly Jerusalem by the
% ) A _ : Nearer the gods no mortal may approach.
AN e NP Zi';’\ swiftest course? Let us be driven, Oh J Z.2ER
¥ s éi Fathers, by those Socratic frenzies
= & N which lift us to such ecstasy that our
' prviesmnrn. . 4§ intellects and our very selves are
' united to God.
Ramon Llull’s Tree of Pico della Mirandola’s Oration on the Edmond Halley’s Ode to Newton,

Knowledge, 1296 AD Dignity of Man, 1486 AD 1686 AD
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