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The Jewish Tradition
2nd Temple Period: Hellenistic
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The Jewish Tradition
2nd Temple Period: Roman Rule
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Greek Tradition
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From Hellenistic to Christian
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Introspective Christianity
When Jesus is asked about the coming of the Kingdom of God, he replied:

The kingdom of God does not come in such a way as to be seen.
No one will say, Look, here it is! or There it is! because the Kingdom of God is within you.

Luke 17: 20-21

Jesus said, 
If your leaders say to you, ‘Look, the kingdom is in heaven,’ then the birds of heaven will precede you. 

If they say to you, ‘It is in the sea,’ then the fish will precede you.

Rather, the kingdom is inside you and it is outside you. 

  Thomas Saying 3

See also: Romans 8:9,11, and the Logos within of 1 John 2:14.



Old Judaism        vs.  Early Christianity

God is anthropomorphic, angry, jealous

Humans are mere mortals that should 
remain ignorant and submissive  

Individuals are controlled externally by 
fear and written law

God is formal, one and loving 

Humans can aspire to divinity by being 
filled with the spirit, which gives life 
and wisdom (and perhaps life ever-
after).

The convert is controlled by the 
internal spirit and its teaching (logos).



Tree of Life 

(immortality) 

Esoteric Judaism (Kabbalah)



Ramon Llull’s Tree of 

Knowledge, 1296 AD

Then ye who now on heavenly nectar fare,

Come celebrate with me in song the name

Of Newton, to the Muses dear; for he

Unlocked the hidden treasuries of Truth:

So richly through his mind had Phoebus cast

The radiance of his own divinity.

Nearer the gods no mortal may approach. 

Edmond Halley’s Ode to Newton,

1686 AD

Who would not wish to be so inspired 

by those Socratic frenzies which 

Plato sings in the Phaedrus that, 

swiftly fleeing this place, that is, this 

world fixed in evil, by the oars, so to 

say, both of feet and wings, he might 

reach the heavenly Jerusalem by the 

swiftest course? Let us be driven, Oh 

Fathers, by those Socratic frenzies 

which lift us to such ecstasy that our 

intellects and our very selves are 

united to God.

Pico della Mirandola’s Oration on the 

Dignity of Man, 1486 AD

Medieval Ars Magna Renaissance Humanism Early Modern Science

Augustinian (Platonic) Science
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